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Dutch Cultural Day

May 18, 2015 was the Dutch cultural day at China
University of Political Science and Law. Andy van Riet,
an international student from Holland presented us his
country’s culture with great enthusiasm. Firstly, he gave a
brief introduction to the history of his country, the role of
the Dutch royal family, the meaning of the color orange,
big music festivals, Dutch electronic dance music, popular
sports, etc.

From what he told us, we know that orange is the color of
the Dutch Royal Family, which dates back to the Dutch
father of the nation, William the Silent, Prince of Orange.
Nowadays you can see the color orange everywhere. On
King’s Day everything and everyone turns orange. King’s
Day is the biggest national event in Holland. You will find
music shows, fairs, flea markets and parties throughout the
country. There are many festivals in Holland, among them
Sinterklaas is very famous and popular. Sinterklaas forms
the basis for the North American figure of Santa Claus.
Sinterklaas’s companion is Zwarte Piet. He is usually
portrayed by a man in blackface with black curly hair,
dressed up like a 17th-century page in colorful attire, often
sporting a lacecollar and a feathered cap. The figure of
Zwarte Piet is considered by some to be racist. However,
Zwarte Piet remains popular in the Netherlands. As to
sports, football and ice skating are said to be very popular
in Holland, with the outdoors ice skating tour, the

1. Andy presented
us his country’s
culture with great
enthusiasm.

2. With the beautiful
singing of the Dutch
national song Andy
ended his
presentation.

3. Andy was
awarded a certificate
by Prof. Zhang.

Then Andy talked about The
Hague, which has been called
the international city of peace
and justice. The city of The
Hague is famous for it is home
to over 150 international
organizations. These for the
North American figure of
Santa Claus. Sinterklaas’s
companion is Zwarte Piet. He
is usually portrayed by a man
in blackface with black curly
hair, dressed up like a 17th-
century page in colorful attire,
often sporting a lacecollar and
a feathered cap. The figure of
Zwarte Piet is considered by
some to be racist.

However, Zwarte Piet remains popular in the Netherlands. As
to sports, football and ice skating are said to be very popular
in Holland, with the outdoors ice skating tour, the
Elfstedentocht (Eleven Cities Tour) being a particularly large
event.

Then Andy talked about The Hague, which has been called
the international city of peace and justice. The city of The
Hague is famous for it is home to over 150 international
organizations. These include the International Court of
Justice, the International Criminal Court, the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, and the
Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda, etc. He also mentioned the issues of drugs and
prostitution in Holland and how the legal situation with
regards to these topics is. The traditional Dutch policy has
been the ‘gedoogbeleid’ (‘tolerance policy’) in which these
issues are still illegal but tolerated. In the case of prostitution,
the policy has nowadays changed to legalization and
regulation. In the end, Andy welcomed all come to Holland
to have a visit.

Delicious candy and cookies were also provided to us. With
the beautiful singing of the Dutch national song he ended his
presentation. Afterwards, Andy was awarded a certificate by
Prof. Zhang Liying, the Dean of the School of International
Studies.




Polish Cultural Day
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May 18, 2015 was also the Polish cultural day at China
University of Political Science and Law. Two beautiful Polish
girls, Ewa Kucharska and Martyna Malyszko, from Warsaw
University brought us their home country’s culture. They
prepared a long time for this presentation. They brought their
national flag and hung it on the wall. They firstly provided us
some files about Poland in the Chinese language so that Chinese
students could easily read and know more about it. Then they
gave a brief introduction to Polish geography, the population,
the national flag, traditional dress,the Polish language, Warsaw,
Wilan&w Palace, the War Museum, Polish cuisine, etc.

About the history we learned how the area of Poland changed
with years, how people suffered from World War 11, the
development of People’s Republic of Poland since 1945, and the
economic development since 1989. It is now the sixth-largest
economy in the EU. Poland is the world's largest exporter of
apples. Over 1.2 million tones of the fruit were sold, primarily to
Russia, Belarus and Germany. Polish farmers take care to
cultivate classic varieties of the country’s red and green gems.
Through the Wall of Fame they presented, we got to know many
famous people, film and sport stars. Following that, many
pictures showed beautiful and wonderful scenery in Poland, such
as the Ojcowski National Park, Baltic Sea beaches near
Jaroslawiec, the Biskupin Archaeological Museum, the Palace of
Culture and Science, Warsaw, etc. The Library of University of

. g
2 :/ ; ‘E'

foandl

In the end, we learned few simple Polish sentences such as
W Szczebrzeszynie chrzaszcz brzmi w trzcinie, Cze$é,
Dzien dobry, etc. Students got Some souvenirs for trying to
say a Polish sentence. Prof. Zhang, also learned from our
two Polish girls how to speak some Polish.

Prof. Zhang spoke highly of their presentation and thanked
them for bring us such fabulous Polish culture. Afterwards,
Ewa and Martyna were awarded certificates by the Dean.

Warsaw looked really nice. We also learned to drink vodka in 1-3. Ewa and Martyna , from Warsaw
the Polish way while saying na zdrowie. University brought us their home country’s
culture.

4. Prof. Zhang spoke highly of their
presentation and thanked them for bring us
such fabulous Polish culture.
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2EWZE (Two Cello Concerto In G Minor) , H1 935 524
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