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True Men on the Great Wall

On May 17, 2015, the School of International Studies, CUPL organized a trip to
Mu Tian Yu Great Wall located in HuaiRou District of Beijing. 33 students from
15 countries, such as Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, Australia, Finland, Poland,
Holland, Congo, Pakistan, Korea, Laos, Russia, Vietnam, Mali, Tadzhikistan etc.
climbed the Great Wall.

Students discussed everything they knew about the Chinese traditional culture
while climbing. For example, the Chinese old saying that only on the Great wall,
one can become a true man; the story of Meng Jiangnv cried beneath the Great
Wall; the important function (as military defense) of the walls in ancient China.
On the archaic steps and walls, the deep vestiges of the mysterious memories
aroused the curiosity of students for seeking more knowledge of Chinese
traditional culture.

Moreover, the students also encountered with a group of primary school students
who were conducting a questionnaire survey among foreign tourists on the Great
Wall. The international students kindly accepted the short interview. According
the questionnaire, the kids asked our students some simple questions, for
instance, “where are you from? Do you like the Great Wall? How long will you
stay in China?” After these questions, our international students joyfully have
photos with these young kids.

On the way back to the campus, students kept talking about their unforgettable

experience on the Great Wall. This trip successfully improved the students’
understanding of Chinese ancient history.

An exchange student named Michelle Gunawan
from Australia said: “Yesterday I travelled to
the Great Wall with the Spring cohort of
exchange students. Although the weather was
foggy for us, the view was still outstanding and
we managed to make many funny memories
acting silly while walking the Mutianyu section
together. I think this trip to the Great Wall with
people who you have forged close friendships
with over the course of exchange was a great
way to end the semester before everyone parted
their ways. Another happy memeéry!”

-- Michelle Gunawan

From Australia, Griffith University



It was a great life experience to go the The
Great Wall and definitely something that
everybody should do once in a lifetime. The
Mutianyu part was interesting part of the great
wall and nice to see so diverse sight of the wall
in such a little area of this constructional
masterpiece.

-- Adalsteinn Halldorsson

From Iceland, University of Akureyri
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Danish exchange students Rune Boysen
Loen and Jens Christian Riber shared
their wonderful photos and the
impression of the Great Wall trip:
Seeing the great wall for the first time
has been a great experience for me.
Though the weather was foggy, | could
still feel how it was something special. |
would like to return to see other sections
of this structure.

-- Rune Boysen Loen

From Denmark, Aarhus University

I had a lot of fun going to the Great Wall
together with my Chinese and international %\
friends. We had to climb a lot of stairs butit = =
was worth it. The Wall is so huge that we
could only see a small part of it, so |
definitely want to come back in the near
future.

---Andy Van Riet

From Netherlands, LL.M student
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Our students also encountered with a group of primary school students who were
conducting a questionnaire survey among foreign tourists on the Great Wall.




