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Bright Purple and Passionate Pink Bloom in Profusion

When | was asked to teach something about traditional
Chinese opera, | went right into

Stage One: Panic

Everyone knows how difficult it is to introduce Chinese
culture not only because of cultural differences but more
because you just cannot find the right word to arouse the same
feeling. | reviewed the operas | had watched when | was
young (I used to love them so much. They are still so
beautiful and elegant and colorful in my memory). | searched
them on the Internet and found out to my horror that the
videos are now all dim and unclear. After all, 20-30 years
have passed since they were first released.

How I wish everything was just a dream and when | wake up,
I don’t need to do any of this at all.

X4 Liu hua

Stage Two: Facing the reality

When realizing this is not a nightmare, | forced myself to calm
down. To accept the reality, | let myself be surrounded by things
connected with traditional Chinese opera, books, music, and the
desktop background of my computer. | bought a dozen of books that
| think are relevant to the course and started reading them. | also
harassed everyone | met, telling them | was assigned a mission
impossible. | got a lot of sympathy as well as what | had intended
for, good suggestions. | went to

Stage Three: Finding the Direction

I decided that although | should introduce the basics of Chinese
opera - the four skills and the five rules (JUZhF7%) | the origin,
the facial make up, the variety of forms of traditional Chinese opera
and why “disciples of the pear garden” (Z1[&d72) wasa
beautiful name - | should concentrate on the stories. And there are
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plenty of them: The Top Scholar
Zhang Xie C (FKHPIRITY O | the
first complete script of Nanxi (74
%%) ; The Peony Pavilion ( {4t
FFE2) ), the number one drama
of China; Injustice to Dou E

( (W) O |, the must-tell of
traditional Chinese Opera, and of
course, the Romance of the
Western Chamber ( {75
it) ) , the drama that should be
read after sweeping the floor,
burning incense, sitting facing the
snow or flower, and with a beauty
or a Taoist priest .
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Stage Four: Collecting Materials

I must find at least the English translation for some of the stories even if |
have to translate some of the stories by myself. And I need to find some
videos to help the students to understand the stories. For the last 200 days, |
have been searching the materials | want, from the Internet, from the
bookstores, and from the video shops. | even went to the National Academy
of Chinese Theatre Arts (1 Ex% #H2£Bt) .

Stage Five: Luck Strikes

One day on the Changpin campus, | saw a beautiful girl with several friends
and a poster besides her and, the poster was about Peking Opera! It turns out
that they are from the Peking opera club of CUPL. There are about 20 of
them and they are from different provinces of China. Ms. Du Yixuan, the
beautiful girl | saw, is a Peking opera fan and has quite a lot of contact in this
circle. It is only by luck that | can come across her. Later, she brought two
friends of hers, Mr. Shi Chaojie and Mr. Song Yu, to my clgss, together with
a professional dresser. Everyone in my class was awed when they saw how a
handsome young boy was transformed into a graceful lady before their eyes.



Stage Six: Refinement

If there is one thing | want my students to associate with traditional Chinese
Opera, it is Beauty. To match the content and to give due credit to the stories
I have selected, | download thousands of pictures for my PPT background
and for my stories. | want my slides to be unforgettable and | want my
students to say “Oh” when they see the beautiful pictures.

Stage Seven: Enjoyment

I have always enjoyed teaching in my life but in this course, | was so excited
that | almost got a heart attack. It is such a pleasant experience to share what
you love and what is so beautiful with others. Cultural differences are not a
problem because people all over the world love beauty, virtue and truth in
the same way. We admire SuWu (J5#0) for his loyalty to his country and
Guan Yu (=¥} for his bravery; we were so impressed by the magpie
bridge for the cowhear (Z4E[) and the weaving girl; we still can hear the
sigh from the Goddess of the Moon, Chang’E, for having to leave her
beloved hushand; and hi, Liang Shanbo (Z%1111f1) , why still cannot you get
the hints from Yingtai (J£4) ? Like it is said by Du Liniang (FLRH4R)

in The Peony Pavillion, “Bright Purple and Passionate Pink Bloom in
Profusion”. The time is simply too short for all the wonderful stories.

Stage Eight: Gratitude

Gratitude is not really Stage Eight. For the whole period, | am
deeply indebted to my dear friends. Prof Sha Lijin, who gave
me the chance to do this; Prof Fei Anling, who introduced me to
her former student’s father; Professor Wu Hongyao,
who gave me some good advice on how to teach the
course; my dear teacher, Prof. Zhang Liying, who has
given me her unwavering support, and even
accompanied me for several classes; my husband’s friend from
the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts (H [E X% il =
Ft) who gave me great help in looking for the videos | want;
and Ms. Zhang Fei, who is so helpful and kind. And last but not
the least, the beautiful girl, Du Yixuan, a sopRomore of CUPL,
whose performance as well as her friends’ brought our class to a
climax.



HEHBFERBF “FA—RE” FEBIRREE
SO X R 4

20154 6 H 5 HIE 7 &, HEPREE 52701 2015
R RE RINESNZ SO ITE B B TR IX A
LSRR TR 2T . BB RGE 2R VR
Fhe b AL E R R A B AGRA SN 1A IR L3R, I
AT e U WS (S SN = i = 9 AN i BFS
e R AUE IR IR

F SRR A 5 EARAE LUAE AT AR YRS, 3R
TR KGR, I 51 RRE AR A i« R4 SRS ) =
1223l A SR R EE, ATLES
A CRATHRE. BT LB IR MRS U,
WRE A LAz I RS A A B TR AR A TSN o

— — —me—__ - AP lf',' -

1. DI .
2. BB,
3. RRAHEFH AT .
4. HEPr#E ¥ pARE
BATA JLE
5.@%%R%Mo
6. IS RNESR T
2



) )

N




On the evening of June 1, 2015, many students attended a
Mexican Cultrual Day organized by the School of International
Studies. Victor Ramos, Lourdes Perez Siles and Monica Flores
showed us their country’s unique and splendid culture. Many
publicity materials (files, brochures, and books), handcrafts (a
traditional Mexican doll and a beautiful scarf) and promotional
videos were presented to us. The two Mexican girls introduced
Mexican food and handcrafts in fluent Chinese to our Chinese
students, which gave us a great surprise. When the subject
turned to Mexican dances, the Mexican presenters first invited
another student, Andy, to show us a little bit of salsa. Then, all
of us joined them to dance to the beautiful music. The
atmosphere was lively because of their enthusiasm.

Mexican Cultural Day
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