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Cultural Day of Denmark
By PETER RAVN
CHRISTENSEN & EVA. HOJE
BISGAARD

On 18™ April 2017 Evea and Peter
gave us a presentation about
Denmark.

Denmark is small, compared to its
neighbours in Scandinavia. However
small in territory, Denmark is still an
important part of the Nordics. Known
for fairy tales, exclusive design,
LEGO, high taxes and happiness.

Using the Nordic Welfare model, we pay a lot of tax | —
in Denmark; chief among them income tax, but in i ‘
addition to this we pay taxes on sugar, cigarettes and
cars among others. This results in a humongous
public sector, and both public income and expenses
amount to more than 50% of the GNP.

These high taxes are said to be the main reason for
the Danish happiness (presently ranked second
happiest country in the world), as there is a great
level of social security and a modest social
inequality.

This makes it possible for everyone to take a free
education. In addition, students get a monthly
stipend from the government, big enough to uphold
a decent living standard. As young people are not
tied down by their family’s wealth, they are able to
pursue whatever dreams they have independently.
This holds true for all Danish citizens, ensuring that
poverty is relatively low, and evening out the gaps
between the rich and poor.

Being environmentally oriented, Denmark has
been a leading nation in environmental law
since the 1970’s, and has been promoting green
energy ever since. This, with the addition of
high taxes, has also led to Denmark being one
of the leading biking countries in the world.
80% of Danish people are regular cyclists, and
18% of all traffic in Denmark is bicycle traffic.
Relaying this information to a crowd of
attentive listeners, was an excellent experience.
Being able to extoll the virtues and explain the
problems of our country, whilst sharing national
food, was an interesting exercise,

Language
Danish = Norwegian /
Swedish + potato
Norwegian / Swedish =

Men earn 17-18%
more than women

Gender divided job . L X simultaneously humbling and gratifying and we
market gg'swh”? ;F;X'Cated recommend it to everyone.
71% of the women grexd me €
are working 75% of .
the men are IS_SmBe-I—s;Igrgliions legal
working since 1933
First country to legalize

civil unions
- - Adoption available since
2010
Gay marriage legal since
HEE




Cultural Day of Finland
By SAMI-PETTERI SEPPA

On 11" April 2017 Sami-Petteri
Seppa gave us a presentation about
Finland.

Finland is a country in the Northern
Europe, part of both European
Union and the Nordic Countries
(usually referred as Scandinavia).
The country shares history with
Sweden and other Scandinavian
countries and this can be seen in the
Finnish society, where also 6% of
the population speak Swedish as
their mother tongue.

Finland was part of Sweden till 1809 and usually this is
the year when Finland was born as an independent nation.
In 1809 Sweden lost 6 of its provinces to the Russian
Empire and from these provinces was formed autonomous
area known as Finland. Finland gained independency
1917 during the Bolshevik revolution in Russia.

Finland is the eighth largest country in Europe by land size but only 26™ by people.
Therefore, Finland is very small country by population and for example the biggest
city Helsinki has only half million people. There is a lot of wild nature in Finland and
this is also the most common thing that foreign comes to see to Finland. Finland is
also known for Sauna, Nokia, Angry Birds, Lapland and Ice Hockey. Finland is at the
time country that has the most suicides in Western Countries but it’s also the 5%
happiest country in the world. And the most important thing about Finland is that
Santa Clause lives in the North of Finland in a place called Korvatunturi.

Tapan sinut = 1 will kill you
Tapaan sinut = | will meet you

Remember the
difference!

| NEWS

Homo Vido = Wold UK Busnoss Toch Scloco Magazno | Er
Magazine

Kullervo: Tolkien's fascination with
Finland

f v 0o

President Xi Jinping arrives in
Helsinki for Finland visit

Finnish language is usually kept one of the hardest
languages in the world and it is very unique. Finnish is
the eponymous member of the Finnic language family,
only spoken in Finland and some small parts of other
Nordic Countries. So Finnish isn’t part of Indo-
European language family as all most all the other
languages in Europe and Russia. Elvish language
Quenya, created by J. R. R. Tolkien for The Lord of the
Rings, is also based in Finnish language. But there are
no worries because every Finn can talk good English
and even maybe good Swedish.

Finland is part of the Nordic Welfare model which
basically means a combination of free market
capitalism with a comprehensive welfare state and
collective bargaining at the national level. The tax level
is high but at the same time all citizéns are offered for
example free healthcare, free education on all levels and
different social transfers.
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On 11" April 2017 Markus Laurantzon gave us a
presentation about Norway.

The first thing that probably comes to mind when one think
of Norway is that it is cold and rich, and located in the
north. If you ask the Norwegians we would probably tell
you that we consider us self; rude and heavy drinking blond
Vikings, who have a bad sense of humour, but still don’t
think too highly of our individual selves. All of this might
be true, as being a population of only 5.3 million people we
ought to stand together like Vikings, but with a lot of space
and the cold and dark weather in the winter it can be both
lonely and depressing, which gives us a tendency to drink
like Vikings as well.

As to other things that we would consider typical Norwegian the cuisine
stands out. Most people would claim that smalahove — Sheeps head —
the most typical Norwegian dish. But as a matter of fact I’ve personally
never had it — or been offered it. More typical is probably salmon. We
smoke it, fry it, ferment it or boil it.

We are particularly well known for this product. Salmon and other fish
are Norway’s second biggest export after oil and petroleum. Before 2012
Norway actually had 94 % of the Chinese salmon marked. The
controversy after the Nobel Peace Prize was given to the Chinese human NOBEL PRIZE

rights activist Liu Xiaobo had a big effect on the Sino-Norwegian For the "outstanding
relationship, as the Norwegian parliament is responsible for deciding on contributions for humanity in...
whom the peace prize is accredited. Hence Norway’s China market share ~ « Chemistry

decreased to a mare 5 %. Luckily the Sino-Norwegian relationship is, as * Economics

of this year, become healthy again and the Norwegian politicians are + Literature

hoping to increase the marked share to 60 % this year. * Physics .
* Physiology or medicine

...and
* Peace

Of course Norway is not highly dependent on its fish, as the
petroleum industry stands for nearly 60 % of its export. The oil has
granted us the title “the richest country in the world” it’s with some
alarm we look back at that time we nearly swopped all our oil rights
in the North Sea with Sweden, for the state owned car company
Volvo and the equivalent of 10 million RMB.

OlL
Government
Pension Fund of
Norway

* $892
billion/€842
billion
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Contact Details:

Tel: +86(0)10-58908338
+86(0)10-58908237
+86(0)10-58908240

Email:

cis@cupl.edu.cn

Add:

No.25 , Xitucheng Road,
HaiDian District,
Beijing, 100088, P.R.C

ERRBHRTD, WE 5.




