May 2017

NEWSLETTER EFrX 39

T EBUE R FEE R F6

School of International Studies

Contact Details:Tel: 86(0)10-589

President Xi Jinping visited to China
University of Political Science and Law

May 3 2017, President Xi Jinping on Wednesday called for
more efforts in promoting rule of law and cultivating talent
for the cause.Xi, who is also general secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and
chairman of the Central Military Commission, made the
remarks on a visit to China University of Political Science
and Law ahead of Youth Day on May 4.

Fully implementing the rule of law is essential and an
important measure in adhering to and developing socialism
with Chinese characteristics, said Xi, while talking with
senior law professors and students.

Implementation of the rule of law is impossible without a
high-quality legal work force, said Xi.Xi called on the
country's law schools to enhance their research on basic
issues in rule of law and related areas and provide
theoretical support for socialist rule of law with Chinese
characteristics."We should have confidence in developing
our own legal disciplines and contribute to global rule of
law with Chinese wisdom and practice,” Xi said.
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China should take successful legal practices worldwide as reference, MERA AR ETUH

but not simply copy them, he said. Py 4

Xi also called for more exchange between scholars and legal . Eﬁ‘iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ %;" EPEF‘&T‘;E . — o«
professionals. —HEBEERFBR G ZAERYIEFEHE “H
In cultivating legal talent, Xi highlighted training of students' virtue in Vg ” BEEJERH

addition to teaching legal knowledge.

He also told the country's officials at all levels to take the lead in
studying and observing the law and promoting the respect of virtue
and law among society.

On behalf of the CPC Central Committee, Xi extended greetings to
young people, education workers, youth workers and those working
for the rule of law nationwide.
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Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank:
Heritage and Innovation

On 8 May 2017, Gerard Sanders, General Counsel of the new
multilateral financial institution called the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AlIB) gave a lecture to CUPL students entitled «
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank : Heritage and Innovation >

M. G. Sanders covered the context of the creation of the AAIB and
insisted on the commonalities and the differences (i.e. the innovations) of
its structure with other existing multilateral development banks (e.g. the
World Bank, the Asian Development Bank or the European Bank for
Reconstruction & Development) through the following topics: AIIB’s
purposes, its functions, its membership, the capital structure, the
operations and the governance.

The initiative for the creation of the AlIB was officially launched by
President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Kegiang of China at Southeast
Asian meetings in October 2013. In 2014, 22 Asian countries signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to establish AlIB. However
other countries outside Asia joined the AlIB (e.g. UK, Germany, France
and other European countries, New-Zealand, Australia etc.). In 2015 the
AlIB Charter entered into force and was signed by 57 founding
members. In 2016 the AlIB was declared open during an inaugural
meeting in Beijing.

The AlIB follows the path of existing development banks by learning
and borrowing some of their experiences. Indeed, the AIIB’s Charter
follows the norms of the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) notably concerning the balance of representation and authority
structure of the AlIB. However, there is also an ambitious goal of
improvement and innovation. G. Sanders highlighted some
distinguishing characteristics of (AlIB), in contrast to existing
multilateral development banks. There is innovation concerning the goals
and the function of the AlIB. The purposes are to stimulate growth,
improve access to basic services and also
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further interconnectivity and economic development in Asia by
prioritizing cross-border infrastructure and other productive
sectors (i.e. roads, rail, ports, energy pipelines and telecoms
across Central Asia, and the maritime routes in South East and
South Asia, and the Middle East, and beyond).

Concerning the membership, in addition to the Prospective
Founding Members (PFM) which can become Founding
Members, State Parties to International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) or those which are
Parties to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) may also apply
to become members. In addition to this non-exclusive principle,
openess and flexibility, the AlIB innovates in its procedure of
capital allocation and voting rights.

There is a transparent formula and objective criterion to
allocate capital and voting power. It is mainly based on
member’s GDP nominal and the GDP adjusted by the
purchasing power parity. In addition, there are three categories
of votes : founding Members vote, share vote and basic vote.
However, at least 75 percent of the votes have been reserved
for Asian members in order to preserve the influence of the
Asian regional member states in the bank or the bank’s regional
feature.

Finally, concerning the governance aspect, M. G. Sanders
explained the composition of the AlIB and highlighted its
improvments in this regard. The institution is composed by :
the board of governors , the board of director, the president and
the senior management. The main innovation is the «non-
resident board of directors »which is responsible for the
direction of the general operations of the bank exercising all
powers delegated to it by the Board of Governors. This is
consistent with the desire to improve existing practices in other
institutions that have opted for a resident executive directors.
The existence of a non-resident board reflects the desire of the
AlIB to streamline decisionmaking processes.
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Cultural Day of Mexico
By Jennifer Ruiz Arroyo &
Amador Rodriguez

On the 25th of April was the turn of
Amador and | to present our country,
Mexico. We started talking about the
prehispanic cultures, mainly Mayan
and Aztec cultures. We also told a
little bit of history since Spanish
conquers arrived to Mexico and we
related that with the current religion,
because since that days Catholicism
has be present in the Mexican
ideology and values.

I explained some historic information to understand .
the actual situation in our country, for example when
Mexico lost more than a half of his territory after the
war with the United States in 1848, and the period of
time called “Porfiriato” when just one person had the
power to govern for around thirty years. That fact
caused our Revolution in 1910 and because of that a
new constitution was drafted; the Mexican .. 4 A ;
Constitution of 1917 was the first one in the world to I33ice o s S 2 o o<y : h el
declare labor and social rights and is still being in . =3 = : ] THEY L
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We also talked about culture and
some of our intangible cultural
heritages starting with food.
Mexican food is very diverse and
most if it dates back to at least our
prehispanic period of time. But
we also showed some pictures of
“tacos” the most popular dish in
our country. We offered Tequila
and Guacamole to our classmates.
Finally we talked about mariachi,
the day of the dead, our Christmas
traditions, Mexican art
(muralism) and our Alma Mater
Universidad Nacional Auténoma
de M&ico.

Then, Amador explained the
political organization and regime
in our country and explained more
about our constitution and law
system. The Constitutional
division of powers is this:
Legislative, divided in one
congress and one senate; Judicial,
held by the Nations Supreme
Court Justice, and Executive ran
by one president. The official
name of our country is Mexican
United States, is a federal republic
with thirty two states including the
capital, Mexico City. The
population is around one hundred
twenty millions of persons and just
in Mexico City are around nine
millions of persons.



Cultural Day of Canada
By Tim McNamara

On April 25, 2017, students enjoyed Canadian smoked salmon and
crackers while listening to a talk on Canada given by Tim
McNamara.The talk was highly interactive and focused on many of the
key themes regarding how Canada is seen in the world. It was an
interesting opportunity to explore how many of the stereotypes or
impressions held were actually based on fact and which ones were not.
Beginning with the founding of Canada and the two official languages,
students learned the symbolism behind the Canadian flag and, in
particular, the maple leaf and the beaver.

The talk then proceeded to discuss the similarities and differences
between Canada and the United States and also why Canada is in many
ways more “European” than the US. This was done in the context of
both modern and traditional Canadian lifestyle and culture.

The next major theme was Canada’s legal system and the steps one must
take to become a lawyer. Once again, a comparison was made both to the
English and the American models and it was apparent that the Canadian
system had elements of both.

The major changes in Canadian legal history were discussed and it was
noteworthy that Canada was the world’s first country created by statute.
However, the slow and contentious process by which sovereignty was
achieved was also duly noted.

Drawing on such varied experiences as being an economist in Canada,
and having met the Queen in London, Mr McNamara discussed spent
most of the remaining period focusing on the more recent trends that have
been shaping Canadian society. To this end, students were able to enjoy a
short video on “Ultra Rich Asian Girls” who live in Vancouver. The
impact of Chinese people on Canadian society will be the next chapter in
Canadian history.
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The Xiangshui Lake
Great Wall Trip

As the spring comes and the weather is
getting warm, it's a good time to get off
the couch and experience the outdoor
world. Therefore, the School of
International Studies arranged a trip to
the Xiangshui Lake Scenic Area for the
international students in CUPL on 20"
April.

The Xiangshui Lake Scenic Area, which
is a splendid natural valley with a
section of the Great Wall, an ancient
cave, beautiful mountains and springs, is
located to the west of Mutianyu Great
Wall, Dazhenyu Village, Bohai Town,
Huairou District, about 78 kilometers
(48.5 miles) from downtown Beijing.

After two hours of bus from our campus,

we arrived at this beautiful place. Bright

sunshine, blossoming flowers, clear

streams, as well as the wonderful Great B ) S

Wall, we got immersed in the beautiful il L g o Ve e e
views and forgot the tiredness of climbing ' - o :
the mountains and stairs. We also took

lots of nice and fun pictures there which

will help us to remember this pleasant trip.
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