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Switzerland
Cultural
Day

May 25, 2015 is the Swiss Cultural Day at China University of
Political Science and Law. Yannik H&ssig, a Swiss exchange student
from University of Lucerne, gave us a lecture about Switzerland.
The Swiss history, culture, society, economics, politics, education
and other things were talked about at his presentation.

Talking about the food, Switzerland is famous for chocolate, cheese
and potatoes. Lindt chocolate and Toblerone are the most famous.
Traditional Swiss kitchen often has cheese. The cheese with the big
holes is the typical Swiss cheese. The two most famous Swiss
cheese dishes are fondue and raclette.

Montreux Jazz Festival and Carnivals are very popular in
Switzerland. The carnivals in Basel and Lucerne are the two biggest
ones. Street Parade in Zurich takes place once a year at the
beginning of August. It’s the biggest techno-parade of Europe and
one of the biggest in the world. Ice hockey, football, ski and tennis
are very popular in Switzerland. Another sport called Schwingen is
the most popular sport that comes from Switzerland originally.

In constrast to Denmark, Sweden, Holland and other countries, there
is no royal family or president in Switzerland. The country has 7
equal federal councilors. Each of them is responsible for one
department of the state.

Direct democracy is something that is very important to the Swiss
and they are very proud of it. Their humanitarian tradition is
another thing they are proud of. The Red Cross was founded in
Geneva and still operates from there. The Swiss take in a lot of
refugees whenever there is a war. Besides Sweden they take the
most refugees per capita in Europe. Moreover, Geneva is for
Switzerland what The Hague is to the Netherlands. There are a lot
of international organizations such as the WTO, WHO, Red
Cross, ILO and WIPO.

The Swiss economy is based on exports. More than half of the
products and services produced in Switzerland are exported.
Novartis and Roche are two of the world’s biggest pharmacy
companies. There are also a lot of big machinery companies in
Switzerland, like ABB or Schindler. Nestle, which is the biggest
nutrition company in the world, is also Swiss. The Swiss bank
UBS, army knives and watches are very famous as well.
Switzerland still has the Swiss franc, which is currently a very
strong currency. This is probably the biggest problem for
Switzerland besides the relations to the EU at the moment.

In the end, Yannik recommended many
beautiful places to visit. In the winter, it
is good to go skiing and snowboarding
in Verbier, Laax, and St. Moritz, while
summer is good for hiking and biking.
The Swiss national park is also a nice
place to go. After Yannik’s
presentation, Prof. Zhang Liying
awarded him a certificate.
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